BALLOONING.

Detached Ascension of Prof. Lowe's War
Balloon — Three Voyageauars to the

Cloulds—Beautiful Start of the Acrial
Ship.

Badooning 18 a luxury fow care to enjoy, and
not many can aflord. 1t coets a pile of greenbhacks
to qo up in a ballcon, and it requires great nerve and
a love of danger to determine any one to venture in
the slight and crazy-looking craft that is generally

nsed to go gailing among the clouds. One need not
sav that those who go up in a balloon are as crazy us
the machine that carries them, for usually thoge who
1o ro up are anything but madmen. It is true that
we have read in our time thrilling tales of the maniac
eronaut, who sought to gain a higher altitude by
Ll:rowing overboard his no less maddened companion,
it no one belicves such romantic and terrific ac-
ounts now-a-Jdaye,

I seme daye past the good people of New-York
reve hind dally view of 2 muamnmoth balloon, floating
sver tlecity hke a large bird of prey, securely tied,
however, to mother carth by a stout rope some 3,000
vardds  in length, Nearly everybody knows that
LV emal monster was the war talloon of Prof. Lowe,
el very ranany of our eurious citizens have caily - ne
cp with him and taken a bird's-eye view of thie ity
By 1moonlipht, by davlipght, by gasglizht, and we were
viry Lear Fuying by no-higght atgoll, New-Yorkers have
Siewed the fair isle of Mauhattan trom the wicker car
WS the Lolloon,  They have seen the conntry 1ai-l ot

it their fuet e a scebool zap, the rivers,bays, harl org

1.1 the open gea, They bave looked down at the

itrects of the city, with their ever-moving life and
brob, and have pathered in ata singlo pglance the |

1 iehherine eitieq Zand towna,  Such as ventured to
notn t the aiy urapk in with eager eyes the beautios
vt the clorie s of the panoramice scene spread out b
Ve their vondering gaze; meanwhile, those L low
cexen up aud envied them their enjoyment,

Viltoridny, however, a different gert of balloening
vae attempted, «ud yery successfully, too. It was
‘eal balleoning this timé, and no nigtake, No ceoras
del the machiye to terra firma, but thie ﬂ?n'p " TN 3'--:‘.1;
y toiake an wir flight to the skies, unimpeded hy
nigrht but its own gpecifie gravity.,  The voyage ot tie
WTONUNS Wik quite a success, 50 far as could hie -
Tom Fiftv-ninth-street, but it rewains for time to
et how the expedition ended,

It sppears that three gentlemen who have becen ara-
higuously termed “geicutific men,”” made all ue-cessn-
cy arrangements with Prof, Lowe for a detached as-
cension in his ballgh, and yesterday afternoon was
ﬁ%ca ot the illteﬁlpt. At 3 o’clock a large (-:rowd' CcOle
[octod ut the cornet of Sixth-avenue and Fifty-ninth.
street, (outside the balloon amphitheatro, as it is call-
ed,) anda conxiderably smaller onenside. The ob-
ject both crowds had in view was to see the balluon
nacend with its living freight, and the result proved
that the view eithier had was a very brief one,

Going inside the amphitheatre the visitor found him-
self in view of one of those subterranean squares so
common in the vicinity of Central Park. Round the
sides of the square were stands for the accommodation
of speotators. Below, at the bottom of the inclosure,
was a large platform. on which was swinging to and
fro the balloon, scemingly cager to be off onits cloudy
journey.

When we gained the platform, the huge proportions
of the air-ship were fully virible, and it scemed difli-
cult to keep the machine secure, mnotwithstanding nu-
merous ropes were employed for that purposc. On
the platformm were the amateur aeronauts and the vet-
eran balloonist, Prof. Lowp, surrounded by his nu-
merous corps of assistants. The car was filled with
great bags of sand, and near the car stood two baskets
filled with sundry tempting looking bottles and pack-
ages, suggestive of the good things of this earth. Ly-
ing near these baskets were several bundles of the
Profeasor’s handbills, who intended being his own
distributor while in the air.

Among the group collected together on the plat-
forin, the most prominent were the three venturesome
gentlemen who were about to make the experiment.
Everybody gazed at them as though they were some-
thing different from the common race of men, as in-
deed they were in being able to secure the luxury of
gsuch a voyage. To tell the fruth, they did not seem
very courageous, and viewed the hurrying, yet quiet,
preparations for their departure with something
of the air of men going to be hanged instecad of
being sent flying to the clouds like a thing of air.
One of these ¢ scientific gentlemen ' was slight and
tall, another was slight and short (peculiarities being
both essential to a balloon excursion, as the result
proved,) while the third was neither short nor tall,
but rather stout in build. If corpulency is any indi-
cation of **acientific’’ attainments, this gentleman
was decidedly the best of the three, but he didn’t go
up in the balloon for all that.

As the watch told the half hour after three, the pre-
parations took a definite shape, for the pilot balloon
was inflated and cut adrift. Its course was to the
. Northwest and advantage taken accordingly. The bags
of sand were lifted out of the car, the Professor got in,
and then his companions entered the frail basket. But
stop, only two got in with the Professor, our stout
friend being too heavy for the capacity of the balloon,
s0 he at once relapsed to the standing of other out-
siders. When the three balloonists were all in, the
baskets of provisions were handed up, and the bills
placed beside the Protessor.

Then came the eventful moment—the cutting of the
gingle cord that held taree motal men to earth. The
flags flying from the car were shook out, the word
given for all below to stand clear, and the keen knife
was pressed by the tall and slender ¢ scientific gentle-
man ** against the cord, and so the balloon stood clear.
Iror a second the beautiful cratt hung poised and mo-
tionless, then came a steady upward movement as she
slowly gained headway; then as the globe of the balloon
caught the hreeze she darted up into open space amid
the cheers of the assembled spectators. Waving their
hats to their friends below the voyageurs swiftly rose
upon the evening breeze and in the short space of a
minute and a half the balloon was out of sight. So
quick, indeed, did she disappear, that many looked
all round the sky in search of her.

The ascension was one of the finest ever witnessed,
the balloon rising gracefully and equably, with scarce-
ly a ripple upon her silken sides. It is understood
that the Now-York Press will be advised, by telegraph,of
the descent of the balloon, when the voyage comes to
an end, or soon as practicable.
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