The FPlace of the Balloon in DMMilitury Sceie

ence.
To the Editor of the New-York Times:

The achievement of Mr. Lowk in his telegraphic
cooperation from the balloon at the battle of Falr
Oaks is an event of such iinportance as to merit more
than a passing mention., The following letter from
Mr. PAREER SpRING, Superintendent of telegraph con-
struction in Gen. McCLELLAN'S army, gives an ace-

count sufficiently detailed to show how great ser-
vices mnay be reasonably expected from the pertec-
tion of this branch of military service. He says:

«« The battle had commenced. When it had
reached its zenith, Prof. Lowzx and myself, with the
telegraph, had reached an altitude of two thousand
feet. VWith the aid of good glasses we were enubled
to view the whole affair between these poweiful con-
tending armies,

As the fight progressed, hasty observations were
made by the Protessor and given to me verbally,
all oy which I instantly forcarded to Gen. MlcCLELLAN
and dirston commanders through the agency of the
obedient field instruwment which stood by our side in
the bottom of the car. Occasionaliy a masked rebel
battery would open upon our brave fellows, Ln such
cases the occupants of the balloon would {nform our
artillerists of 1ts position, and the next shotor two
would. in every case, silence the masked and anuoy-
ing customer.

t*or hours, and until quite dark, we remained in the
air, the telegraph keeping up constant communication
with some point. ¥rom the balloon to Foruess Mon-
roe, a distance of over one hundred miles, this wire
worked beautifully. A number of messages were sent
and received beitween these two peints, and had it not
been for the tremendous rush of business on the wire
1 should have telegraphed you directly from the bal-
Joon while the battle was raging.

Sur.day morning at daybreak we again ascended..
Early in the morning the batile was aguin 1cuewed
and with more fierceness than the day before. {n-
cessant firing of musketry and artillery was Kept up
until nwon, when I had the extrcme pleasure to un-
nounce by telegraph fiom the balloon, that we could
see the enemy retreating rapicly toward Richmond,

The streets of Richmond inthe norning presented
a ¢eserted appearance, but very few peopie o be zeen
in the streets. During the afternoon and evening of
Sunaay, nothing of interest transpired beyond there-
moval of the rebel dead and wounded, all of which
we could distinctly see from the balloon. Every
available machMme that had wheels was brought into
requisition for that purpose. From the scene of bat-
tle into the city of Richmond, the road was lifera y
Lined with ambulances, wugons and carls, conveying

dead and wounded,
About twilipht we saw camfp fircs fnnumerable
ro

around the city ; sinoke issued m all th ir ho}spi-
tils and barracks, which showed us fora cereainty
that the main bodyv of their army had falien back to

Richmonel.”’
To Mr. .owE belongs. in great measure, the credit

of having rendered practically useful to our army the
various suggestions that from time to time have ap-
peared, and the further credit of having reduced to

comparative simplicity the contrivances for inflating
and transporting the balloon. Heis also entitled to
the honor of having been the first to share in the con-
Jduct of an actual engagement from a balloon,

But while awarding these honors to Mr. Lowe, it
is proper to assign to others whatever instrumeatality
they have had in making the balloon a useful adjunct

s military service.
At the mecting of the American Asssocialion for

the Advancement of Science, in August, 1860, Capt,
IiunT, of the United States Enginecrs. ;w{escxnted a
paper on the balloon telegraph, from which the {fol-

lowing is an extract:

“ The use of balloons for military purposes clequy
ought to be reduced to systew.  ARCT the important
] battle u! IFleurus, which

influence on the issue of the .
observations from a balloon actually did exercise, it
has been a just matter of W onder that l}‘ 50 proper a
case for using this resource as (he Sebastopol opera-
tions actualiy offercd, It should I'lavc been untiied.
Siege operations would be ;--.'pmm;ly advantaged by
balloon observativns steadily maintained. One efe-
ment which has hitherto been lacking }vould. I con-
ceive, greatiy conduee 10 SUCCESS, Were the cord by
which the pabiovnt vbhservatory s aeld caplore, a tel.~
graphic wire, Wit Sfinger-hey 1n the car, mstant re-
ports of ali observations could be mmade at headquariers.
The use of telegraphiic cantive ballt}uns i.u a shore
cordon, 10 report the approach of invading _lleef._-a,
would, I faney, grow promptly to perlection in this
country in case of war, By sending up 1hese genti-
nels from swift vessels far to seaward, we should
much enlarge our sphere of supervision ; and 1t is
possible that balloon telegrapbic observations may be
found serviceable in time of peace for repuiting the

approach ol stcumers and sailing vessels, The ob=
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server should, of course, be sided by the greatest
- serviceable telescopic power.”
It wlll be seen that Cupt. HURT very accurately

pointed out the empioyment ot the telegraph in con-
nection with the balloon, and may be said to have an-
ticipated the ac.ual ute which was made of the In-
strument by Mr. PAiker and Mr. Lowe at the battle
@®f Fair Oaks.

Capt. Hunt suggested other uses that, in time of
Qilicuity with foreign Powers, are not unlikely to be
salicd into service. E. N. H.
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