Use of Ballcons in War,

An item of news, received from Washington
a short time since, was to the effect that the
‘““Aeronautic Corps™ of the Army of the Poto-
mac had been dispensed with, and the bal-
loons and inflating apparatus had been sent
back to thatcity. It does not appear whether
it is intended, but it is evidently implied by
the form in which this announcement is made,
that balloons have been found of no value in
the conduct of military operations, or at
least not of sufficient value to justify the
expense and trouble of them. This will ex-
cite some surprise, for the public has been
led to put considerable confidence in balloon
reconnoissances from facts heretofore given.
And the rare use made by the rebels of sim-
ilar means of observation has always been
attributed to their lack of fit material for the

construction of balloons and for the prepara- |

tion of gas to inflate them. There is not

more than one authenticated case of a bal-

loon reconnoissance by the rebels since the
war began, and that occurred in its early
stages.

serve credit for dropping them so soon and
avoiding the expense.

Frequent attempts have been made in past
wars to obtain knowled.:e of the movements
of an enemy by thec use of balloons. Louis
NarorLrON employed them, and, it was alleged,
with success, in his Italian campaign. DBut
there has never been so liberal, thorough and
systematic an attempt to make this means of
military observation available as by the Uni-
ted States Government in the present war.
Fortunately, ther:fvas quite an aeronautic
mania prevailing in the country just previ-
viously to the war. La Mountaix had made
his celebrated sail through the air from §St.
Louis to Lake Ontario ; and he had a numberof
rivals and competitors in different parts of the
country, of equal capacity and daring. There
were several balloons built or building; and
when the war broke out these were diverted
from their objectless aerial voyages, and their
owners, who had got to styling themselves
** Professors,” found profitable employment in
‘the service of the Government, spying out the
ways of the rebels in their approaches to-
ward Washington.

An Aeronautic corps was organized in the
early months of the war, and it has followed
the army in all its wanderings, from the Po-
tomac to the Peninsula and back again, and
all through the Maryland and Rappabannock
campaigns, until Jast week, when it appears
to have been sent to the rear in disgrace. A
history of the Aeronautic corps, and the inci-
dents of its service witn the Army of the Po-
tomac, would be very interesting ; and it is
to be hoped that some one competent to the
task has been along with the corps through
all the campaigns, and will give to the coun-
try and to science the benefit of his observa-
tions. It will be found, perhaps, that the use
of balloons has not been wholly barren of re-
sults, and that their partial failure, if such
is the final judgment of our military leaders,
is owing to the heavily wooded character of
the State of Virginia, where they have been
used, whose dense {orests screen so much of
the movements of armies from view. In a
prairie or chamnaign conniry. it is casy to un-
derstand that the attitude so ordinarily and
easily recached n & uvat'ven would enable an
observer to gather in every movement of an
army, down to that of brigades and regiments,
in every direction within the range of vision.
This would be an advantage of infinite im-
portance, if possessed by one side and denied
to another, in an impending conflict.

There are three specific achievements, we
now call to mind, of the Aeronautic corps of
the Army of the Potomac. 1. It was a
.balloon reconnoissance that first made
known the abandonment by the rebels of the
batteries that had so long blockaded the
lower Potomac. 2. It was by means of bal-
loon reconnoissances that the configuration
and strength of the rebel wor.is at Yorktown
were obtained, and McCLELL \N's approaches
governed. 3. And it was by the same im-
portant aid, by the acknowled ;ment of Gen.
McCrLeLLAN, that the battle of IFair Oaks was
fought and won. The aid of balivons in this
great struggle was of incalculable wvalue.
T.ae sudden rise of the Chickahominy River
had separated the attacked portion of the
Union army fran its supports, and ren-
dered intercommunrication by ordinary
means. with the view to the proper direc:ion
of reinforcements, slow and difficult., Pro-
fessor Luowk inade repeated ascensinsg while
' the fight wag in  pregress, noted pars

If they satisfied themselves by one
experiment of the mappilicability of balloons

to purposes of war in this country they de-

tIéuliny the relatwe pmitmns of h |
contpndmg forces . "and his' observations,
telegraphed o headqua.rters, were the basns
of orders of baitle. Anincident of aeronautis
and telegraphic achievement marked the close:
of the baitle ef Fair Oaks, which it Is well
to recall. It was described thus by a specml
correspondent of the Times with the army

when the battle occurred :

¢ One of the most remarkable occurrences of the
army hus this moment taken place. Parx SpriNG,
the telegraphic operatwr situated in Prof. Lowe’s
balloon; at an elevaison of one thousand feet, with one
end of the telegraphic wire attached to an instru-
ment in the car,is freely and rapidly communicating
with the Depariment at Woshington. The Secretary
of War ie¢ now accurately acquainted with (Ae present
position of the two armies, and will know immediately
if any change takes place.”.

The balloons advanced wnth the army to
the front of Richmond, and hovering in the
air day after day, seemed to the anxious peo-
ple of the long beleaguered city the sure
presages of an evil fate soon to burst upon
their devoted town. The presence of these
aerial observatories never failed to rouse the
ire of rebel artillerists, whether on the Poto-
mac, Chickahominy or Rappahaunock; and
many a rifled cannon shot has been sent
hurtling through the air ir the effort to punc-
ture them. From first to last, however, they
have been unharmed, and no loss of life, it is
believed, has attended their use in all the
time of their employment by the Army of the
Potomaec.
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