Crossing the Chickrhominy at New Bridge—
Prof. Lowe’s Balloon Ascension—A Brisk
Skirmish—Retirement of the Rebela—Feae-
taros of the Country, &c.

Acre:3 CHICRAROMINY RIVER, IN SIGHT GF {
Ricuuoxb, Friday Evening, May 23. )

This afternocn ROBINSON’S and 1TI1DBALL S batl-

teries, which are atfached to Gen. SToNEMAN’S ad-

vance force ; were taken to an eminence overlooking
the Chickahominy River, and the woods for some dis-
tance beyond. Fire was opened upon the swamps in
the immediate vicinity of New Bridge;also the woods

upon each side were thoroughly shelled, but not a
single response could be elicited from the enemy,
Prof. Lowz made a balloon ascension at the time of
the firing, and by noticing the -efiect of the shot was
enabled to give directions as to the point where it
would be most ¢ffective. In the morning, the rebels,
nunabering about four thousand, were bivouacked in
a piece of wooos on the opposite side of the river,
and not far from New-Bridge. They had two pieces
of cannon, apparently of small calibre, in position at
the edge of the woods and commending the approach
to the bridge. As goon as we opened fire the two
pieces were drawn to the rear. The rebels, who
were plainly observed by Prof. Lows, were in great
confusion, and scattered in every direction. After
firing for about half an hour, our batteries withdrew
and waited further orders.

At 3 o'clock P. M., Gen. SToNEMAN’S command, also
Davipson's Brigade, snd the First New-York and
Fifth United States Cavalry, advanced toward the
river. Nothing of importance occurred until RobIN-
gon’s Buttery, which led the colume, had crossed the
bridge, when the rebels opened a cross fire upon it
from guns placed in pogition at the edge of the wools,
abeut 100 yards from the opposite side of the river.
The first intimation our men had of the presence of a
rebel battery was when a shower of missiles came
rattling over their heads. For a few minutes the
rebels worked their guns quite lively, but their range
was out of all reason, in consequence of which but
one man on our side was wounded. AS npear
as could be ascertained, the eneicy had three
guns on the right and one on the left of
the bridge. They fired principally solid shot. We let
themn have their own way until we could get four
pieces of Rosmuscn’s and six pieces of TipsaLL’S bat-
teries into position on a rising ground a short distaace
from the bridge on the Richmend side, when we gave
tberm grape and canister in  such  profuse
quantities, that they coula hardly worx their
pieces, and were finully compelled to re.
tire into the woods, drewing 1thelr guns
after them. During the engageinent with ine batter-
jies, four squadrens of the rebel cavalry and one regi-
ment of their infantry issued frcm the wooeds und
ma le a movement as if to flank us on the rigit. Com-
puvies I3 and I, of the 8ixth United States Casalry.,
aril A aud i, of \he Second Rhude Island Regiaent
woaneed te meet them, but before they could get
w.nin 1iide snot of the vebels the latter sudderly
wheoied, an i e reed to the woods., Onr forces thea
cressedtie b.{'ge, uud took a position near the bat-
teries, reauy to v por e the redels, should they atlernpt
a second attack. Up to a late hour this evening ths
nring had not reopeued, although we are inclined to
wink that the eueiny hing not retired far from his orig-
ins! position. Our men lay oatlici» arms, and every-

thing is in readiness o act either ou the oflensive or
defensive,

Chirkahominy Rives al the point whiere we crossed

(New-Bridge) is but about eighteen feet wide, and
can be easily forded by infantry. The bridge has
been recently built by the rebels, and wes not burnt
as it was reported to have been by our skirmishers a
day or two ago. Before rcaching the bridge from the
eastern side we crossed a small stream which
tranches off from the maln creek, (for it must not be
supposed that the Chickezhominy at this point has any-
thing like the dimensions of a river,) and flows into a
hollow, where it is damned for the purpose of driving
the wheel of a saw-mill, which is situanted a few yards
below. On approaching the stream the road is wind-
ing and is flanked on either side by woods. At the
time of the firing this portion of the road was filled
with our troops, but the shots fell beyond them and
struck in the woods.

Upon the hill where our guns eare stationed, and
just in their rear, there is a house surrounded by sev-
eral negro huts. We learn that the inmates of the
house fled into Secesh when they heard of our ap-
proach. It is supposed that they took the negroes
with them, as none are to be seen about the premises.
Articles of furniture, bedding, crockery, clothing, &c.,
still remsain in the house, the inmates undoubtedly
not having time to remove them.

Standing upon an eminence a shortdistance from the
house we were enabled to see the dome of the capiial
and the church spires at Richmond., The intervening
roads and hills prevented us from viewing the open
country this side of the city.

It is possible we may have an engagement here in
the morning. WHIT.
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