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In 1863 Capt. Samuel T. Cushing was ordered to West Point to give instruction in 
signaling. The results which followed from his instruction must have been more 
gratifying to Maj. Myer than to the commandant. He says: “From Washington I went to 
the Military Academy at West Point to introduce the system as part of the course of 
instruction. I reached there in July, 1863, and was kept on duty until February, 1864, 
when I was relieved from signal duty and commenced my duty as Commissary of 
Subsistence. The Signal Course was a popular one at the Academy. The first class was 
instructed fully and learned to be good signalists. The officers charged with the discipline 
of the Academy said that I had ‘ruined the service,’ since, by several methods not known 
to the officers, all the cadets could, by winking their eyes, wiping their lips, tapping on 
gas pipes, etc., etc., communicate information as to inspections going on, and give 
intelligence in section rooms as to abstruse questions, etc., etc., and consequently the 
cadets could engage in all sorts of rascality with less fear of detection than ever before. I 
thought it quite a compliment to the usefulness of the code.” 


