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Albert fames Myer, an Ariny Doctor

in Texas, [854—-1857
PauL |, SCHELPS™

In A RECEN T ARTTCLY. TN CTHIS JoLemal, Jawes 0 Buernes cave As
excellent accoomt of the army's medical hisiory i Texas during
the years between the Mexican and Civil wars, which, as he savs, not
only throws light on the army's medical history bur also upon that of the
seriler. Breeden's account, Dased as it 15 partly upon the Surgeon Gen-
eral’s Steiistwal Keport vn the Sichnesy and Mortality in the drmy of
the Liaited Stafes,” provides in summary and tabular fashion a wealth of
statistical information and references that, taken ropether, constitute a
areal fumd of information on the subject. Breeden’s arvticle is thus a
made-to-orcer backdrop lor the account that Tollows of Albert James
Myer, a voung assistant surgeon in the army who served varionsly at
Forts Davis and Duncan in the vears 18g4-1855, and for the leters
he wrote 1o his fulure brother in-daw Jomes Walden. Myer's experi
ences, though Hmited n time and place, give lile and a personal di-
mension (o the statistical view so ably presenced in the Breoden aceonnt
and probably provide a cypieal view of anmy medicine as practiced on
the western fromtier of the 18k0s. With David A, Clary’'s 1972 arrcle on
Bir. Daniel Weisel's tour of duty at Tort Davis in the post-Civil YWar pe-
ricul, a0 substantial published rocord of the medical hiscory of Fore Davis
unid the beginnings ol a similar history ol I'ort Duncan arve now avail-
able.®

FThe gutbor, Taul | Scheips iz o histucdan ased o Waslinedon, DC wlere Be iy o
rently the alieriff of e Potomee Coecreal of L be Westeroers, L his paper s oo proddaes of
schaps's continuing work on a tull-length Blography of A f. Blyer aond bus Deen sopporied
by the Johoson Fund of che American Philosophical socicty,

LiLE. Surgeon Grenerals Office. Sloioiion’ Moport on the Sioiuess aod Mortaliy fa (e
Army of the Unitcd Stores, Comjted from the Records of the Surgeon Genenal's Office . .
ovelss Woashinglon, TLG, 0&q0, 18610, 1800). These ogpmira, Jan., o Rao=Tan., 1500, were pre-
pavre] Toe poialicidaen s Gollpses: T¥oorme o] Qofaeedand by Saevne! Fooey, andd [Yolames
Il 10| frdgy=1Bes andd (d3n—1860, respectivelyy by icluand 11, Coulidue. Yolowes TT
wl T puoblistied as gqch Cong,. ast Sess, Sen, Yaec, Do, of, Ser, deys,oand g5k Congr,, 1l
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Efzracs 01, HWreeden, "Health of Favly Tewas: The Military Frontier.” Southuestern His-
cdead thiarderln, XXX dApr, ngzsy, dng—agf Tkend A Claer, ""The Baole af the Army
Surpeoo in e Wesl: Diandel Yeeseel an Lort Bavis, Lexae, (8988 1072 Waslern fladdooenl
Chaariaels, L {Jan., gy, na-bh.
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While the account that follows focuses upon and is mostly concetned
with Alhert Myer's tour of duty as an army doclor in West P'exas, it 15
rounded out with some attention both to his formative years and to his
career alter he left Tesas, This is to put his Texas vears in porspective
and Lo inform readers who otherwise might be unacquainted with his
major contributions to the anny and to the development of a national
weather service,

Albert James Myer was born in Newburgh, New York, on Septembe
v, 1828, Fe was reared by Serena MoClanan. a maiden amul i Bullale,
following his mother’s death in 1855 and his fathers remarriage. After
praduation from Geneva (now Hobart) College in 1845, he studied med
ivine as a private srdenc and acended a course of lectures at the Uni-
versity of Buftalo. 1le also worked in the Buflalo oflice of the New York
State, or Merchants State, Telegraph Compatty, which used Alexander
Bain's electrochemical telegruph and an alphabet of dots and dashes that
was miuch like the Morse alphabet. For his medical degree, which be
laok at Bullala in 18351, Myer prepared a thesis on “A New Sign Lan-
guage for Deal Mutes” in which he explained how the Baiu telegraphic
alphabet could be adapied to a “systom of sign writing” that would
serve as well by silent taps upon a cheek or hand as by a tattoo upon a
tuble and could be used and nnderstood by both the blind and the deat
and dumb ®

Looking toward a possible medical career in the amuy, Myer inguired
ahout becoming a medical oflicer and began preparing for rhe examina-
Lion, Then, sithout warning, while swimming in Like Erie one day, lie
cxperieneed a bleeding that snggesied Luberculosis, Upon medical ad-
vice he gave np all worlk unl alter Christrnas. 1851, Then he went to
Soull Caroling, where he tutored at a plantation near Stateburg and
ity have practiced medicine briefly, "T'he next year, 1852, he went to
Flovida aned for about a year practiced medicine at Monticello, near
Tallahassee, There he saw a variety of patients, many of them slaves
with such names as Isaac, Daphue, and [Januvary, who were afflicted
with about everything from bad teeth to syphilis. For treating Lhe later
the voung doctor administered canstic potash aml mercury and charged
i frwe of twenty dollas, Sometimes circumstances Toguired that he spend

AAlLert J. Myer, "A Wew Sign Language for Deaf Mutes, Dedgy a Thesis for the Degree
of Doector of Medicine™ Buflalo Medical fonrngt ond Mondtdy fepiein ol Mediciae an
Swrgivad Serenee, WD Tone (8500 5045800 A Tuller discussion of the facts concerning dyer's
Lite will be Bound in Paul [ Scheips, Al James Myer. Founder of the Aoy bignal
Corps: A Mopraphical Stude™ (D dissercianion, The American Universily, pfd) Pac
simile MNow GE-qund, Unisersity Microfilms, foc, Ana Alar, Michigan,
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long hiours wilhy a patient, as in the case of 2 child named Sam who died
[rom acate brdnchitis althongh Myer watched over him all one nighe
ancl into the alternoon, He treated an abortion case and he bled pa-
tients, ITe gave enemus {at fifty conts cach), he used a catheter, and he
otherwise and varviously ministered o his patients.*

T'he work was good experience lor one beguuning the practice of med-
iwme, but as his health secmod restored. Myer renewed his resolve 1o
enter the army. Leaving Flovida in November, 1853, he took the army
medical hoard examination in New York Civy, apparcntly in tmoid-
Jamuary, 1834, amd, having passed it, veceived a somewhar delaved ap-
pulntinent as an assistant surgeon Lo tank [rom Seplember 18, 18547

‘I'he army that Myer now entered was a tiny one, for in November.
1854, 15 actual strength was less than eleven thonsand men, many of
whom garrisoned half a hundred posts scattered across the western [ron-
tier. The service of medical officers {yn 1w 1855, counting the surgeon
general but not counling contrace surgeons; was “very arduous” in the
vears hetween the Mexican and Civil wars, which were the last vears of
Surgeon General Thomas Lowsons long conr of duty in the Medical
Deparimment.”

dalyer kept & amall diavy e the ¥ears 1B i—1850, In the entrics for the period Jannary
¢ Movember 19, 1855, he kopt a rocond of Dis medical pracice in Plocida: whom he rreated,
thair ailmeonrs, the Kieds of becaments, e dosgres prescribed, the mweolls o some cascs,
amd Nig mcdical wd milvage Bees, "Lhe little volume is a fascinating and historically valn-
alale recurd, wlhich is summarized n some detail in Scheips, “Afhere ] Myer,' gi-1or, The
present wricct has a copy of this diavy, 1opether with (he ather Reer diavics cited bere
afer. and expeces nltimately o deposil i owidhe Bis odber Myer moles gl docnments in
the TRA Army Milivacy Tllsl,-;ll'r Tostigmne an Chrlisle Burvacks, Menosylvania. The ariginal
diarics ave mmong e maerial i the togin corpus of the Albest James Mver Papars at the
Sigmal Corps Muscum: heecaltcr cied as Wyer Mapers, Sial %Wos, The mwaciam, 1-::|ng at Fort
lonmmith, Mo ]v.ru-]'. r|_:|'§e|||]3.- moves] Lo et Geaan, {':'-lxll'ﬁiil_ A micealilm CODY of
these paprs (o |_ reels prepered by Llelen O Phillips, dhen he dircoor of the muascwm)
is in the Manueodpt Division, Library of Gongress. "This 4-reel microfilm very of Ihe papors
is separate from the small body of original Myer letters snd other maedal o che Taleary
ol Congreas, Acccasion §ify. The latcer material containg ng, among tther hings, Bivor's
lettera to Jame: Waliden, are eited hereafier as Meer Papers, LG

Sl e avoy wedical board it exomined Myer convened o Decemlar o, 1858, and re-
ppned nosession over owo wootls, Phal Myeer ook bBis examication i Janmary is sng-
gostedd by the January 17, 1804, dole on what appears o be an examdounlici p@aer e pnei-
maonia, which iz in the Redical Offcos” File, dMyer, AL | (S 185y ab5g), Reoonls of the
Adparant Crneral's Ofiee (Reda. AGOD, Reonrd Croup TRGY 04, Mational Archives [NAY.
For additional deleils vonceriiny My appoinunent, see Scheips. "Alkbert o Myor” 104+
waby UHeport of the Sucpron Geoeval,” Nowve Bords4, in Slefot wf e Sdceelord o) T
(adsgy, gqud Cong, sl Sess, Scoc Fwee, Do o1, Sers 7ay, B Lhoioas Lawson o 'H'_rt“l Frila
i, 185y Rirhard H. Coslidge to BMyer, Seplo g afing: Jefferson Davie 1o Byver, Sepr, 1.
1Eeg; anel Myver's commission, Jan. 1o 18sg jelocdve Seplod, 8540, Mver Papers, LC

ERggene Bamdel, Sroetior Lite fa (e ovwnes, sdleg oMde, translated by Olaa Donde] s
Fickard [ente and cdited by Ralph P Bicher dGlendale. Gelitornie, tgye), 21y Harvey L

Brown, The Medival Depavtsvent of (e Undted Stoies vsiy (rome 177c o ré73 L‘r’aqhmg
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Myer's fivst duly assiglunent was to accompany a detachment ol more
thare soo recruits bound Itom New York for posts in '] exas under the
command of Captain Sulney Burbank ol the st Infantry Regiment.
Miver's destination, as well as that of some of the recruits, was Fort Dun-
can at Fagle Pass, 'Lexas, OLhers in the party, besides the vecrnirs {somwe
with their wives and children), were Captain James 3. Ricketts of rthe
150 Artillery; Liculenant William 13 Lane of the Mounted Riflemen;
Lane's wife Lydia; and Drevet Secoid Lieutenant Zenas K. Bliss, 150 In-
fantry, fresh out of Wesl Point, Both Lydia Lane and Bliss lator pro-
duced lively recollections that add much to Myer's own carly letters and
diarics.” In New York Myer got his military career oft to an auspicious
beginning ar army headguarters by addressing Licmtenant Colomel Lo-
renzo CLhomas, the assistant adjutant general, as “Major Thomas”" In
New York he also met the aging General-in-Chief Winfield Scote.®

‘The journey to Texas was made by sea aboard a lurge, fullvigged
ship. the Middlesex, which sailed on Ovtober 21, The vOyure was
martked by a windless sea in the Bahamas, 2 fight between the crew and
the recruiis, a lire fvom an upsct kertle of bacon [ar, and stormy seas
near I;h{' caiel :JF the journey, all of which at least broke the tedium C'E' the

a Ec:u.num.‘nt sledrner 1.C| Cross 1,11& har at Arangas Pass.t

The recruits landed on St Joseph's Island o ger cleancd up. Mostly,
however, they got toaring drunk on a supply of whiskey that had arrived
ahead of them. There, on the [ollowing night, with the wind blowing
and a strong tidal current yunning out, a lighter “crowded with drunken

ton, DO, edeal, 1gb-uigs Pleroy| M, Ashlnen: A History of fe Meaioal Defrtwenl af e
Ensted States Army (New Youk, rueg), 68 (quetation), 66-67; and the annwal cepoets ol the
surgenn genoral Eot the period.

Tivhen the detachiment arvived an Fore Dnnean, the commmanding officer sl that. post ye-
puriel is comuosition as ey arivates anl e musicians of the ose Artillery anc o8 privates
anid 15 masicians of the st Tnfaotry—a wotal of azg. Jloscph] Flymplon o Samniel]
Cooper, Dec g, 1854 Beds, ACO, Tettes Received. gos-P {18340, BG gy, BA Te Mhymp-
bon's figurss must be adided, however, these who desereed o who died en rouee, Fer bavief
service mecords of Durbank and the other army oficers mentioned here and below, see -
ris B, Heoitman. MHistorice! tHecister and AHofionery of s Uadted Stotes drmy . (0 Mpreh
2, Food -'2 vala: W aﬁh[nﬂr_‘on |q|_': R . alsa T, '-|;|1i| ';-[:-n:r"-: e Tane, F 1-f-eT.l“f'r£'d a Naldier
ol J'}::u P e O ..-’.'|1".'i‘|-'l' (Toprint; .-‘n.lbuqur_nlu:: wgigh O Tliss 2 hia obd froemd
“Wiever,” @ ke calls him. soe 2. R Blis, “Heminiscences of Zenas B, Rliss Major General
Tlnited States Army" (g vols in tvpeacript: Archives, Undversity of ‘Texas Tibrary, Ansting,
al. besst parl of whiclh Bliss weote In 836, The author wishes to thank Dis Diend Rober i
Wamner of Awstin, who szamima] (his enlice mamsevipt and provided hom withoa copy of
Yolume T, hereafler cited as Tl Reinmiseances, 1.

Shyer Diary, (d5i—18ng, Oct. 4. 185y, Mver Papers, Sigl Mus,

SN Bernomseetwes, Loog-l, 5 170 bane, PoATercdendow Sobdier, ige-zap oaned Myer Diary,
Asr—ihEg, Vot 1RG4 Wper Papers, Sl 0 os.



Albert Jawmes Myer, an Army Doctor in Texas n

recruits” hound for Corpus Ghristi about thirty miles up the shallow
bav, collided with rthe steamer. The lichier capuain lost a leg i the col
lisien, as Myer put it, but according to Zenas Bliss the man had his oot
crushed so badly that the doctor had o amputate his leg the next morn-
ing. 'The following night there was another collision involving a lighter,
Myer thought sowne of the recruits “probably drowned' i the livst acci-
dent and Bliss recordod thal seven drowned. Bliss wis supposed to divect
the lnading of the men and keep track of them. Tinder the circumstances
he had his hands full and recalled later that Mvyer was about the only
person whe tried to help him, Myer's nncertainty concerning the nim-
ber who drowned presumably vesulted from the report that “thivy ot
forty were missing” {according to Bliss thirtyseven were “lost™) and
from not kniowing how many ol that number had drowned and how
wany had deserted. Captain Burbank's official report to the adjutanc
eeneral, written after he arrived at Fort Dunean, does not mention the
accident and lists thitteen men as having deserted, two as having died.
anel one as having been lelt behind sick ™"

When Myer and his companions reached Corpus Christi on November
1a they found yellow fever. George ¥. Turner, an army doctor, and his
daughter bad died of the disease. Fortunately, a norther stiuck the coast
rhe first night the party wis asluone and the heavy [rost that followed
brought an end to the epidemic, Although Myer does not record it, he
cared for Bliss, who contracted vellow fover —the only man in the com
tand to come down with the disease !t

Meanwhile, the reoruits who had preceded the oflicers to Gorpus
Christi, behaved miserably, Still drunk, some of them cven enterved
houses where there were vellow fever patients ““and tonk liquor wheresver
they conld find 16" Upon going ont to their canp one the beach at Cor
pus Christi, alter dinner in town on the evening of cheir arrival, Bliss
ad Myer found the command drunk and disorganized “without com-
mssioned officers or disciplhine.” Phat night. amid a "serious scene of
disorder.” one of the men was stahbed in the abdomen and the et day

Vihiver DHare. 1dgg-18n5, Movo 505 fhese aned secoml goatations) g bicd  gootalion],
1Hng, Myer Paperes, Sipl ddus; Bliss Beminiscenoes, [ 64, 18 Burbank o Cooper, Dec 4,
thrg, Kods, ACO, Letters Beceivel, fou B (uSng). BG gy, BAD Lhe present weiler lag nol
seen Lhe "more et aile |':-|'u,:-'|" That o |'|1r_'|:;|_i.51:;_| Ley senel If_:n;'-upr-]' lak=r, Michizel I
Wusick of 1he Matona? Arcchives siafb soemp segrehed For doodn vain, See alse Lane, [ Ador.
ried @ Wedelies, v,

TMyer Diarv. 18r4 8a5, Nove o, absg, Myor Papoes, S50 s, Tane, 7 Marvied o
Foldier, 21-g3: RBliss Weminisoences, 1, o=z, o0, cr—d, g0 Tae e Tarner reformod toowae
prohably Major Goorpe Fo o Tueners sl dicd Oeioher o9, 1854, ateer Daving served asoan
arms dactar gince rfga, Foirman, Flhisiariom! Kegsinter, Loopq.
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Myer arranged for his transfer to the army hospital in Corpus Christi in
the care of Dr. Levi H. Holden, an assistant surgeon in the army. L2

(n Sonday, November 12, the detachment of recuils, which M ver
now deseribed as mere cabDlel” marched o Souta, o campsite abead six
miles [rom Corpus Christi, to prepare for the long march ahcad. DBur-
bank and his fnnily remaited in town for a coupld of days, while Myer’s
hospital wagon ot gmbulance was the last of the wagons on the road and
did not reach the campsite until moming. With the preparavions for the
journey completed, the detachment got under way on November 16 -a
train of great sburdy government wagons, cach with o capacily of about
5.000 pounds and each drawn by six mules, seeording 1o Bliss's recollec-
tiom, but horses according o Myer's contemporary report. The ordinary
rate ol travel for such a train was about twenty-five miles a day. In addi-
tiom to the large wagons there was one spring wagon, presumably Myer's
ambulance, which carricd cthe ladies and children of the officers. Others
needing W ride found room [n Lhe frerpht wagons. one ol which carried
Bliss until he was well cnongh o ride an old mnle thar he had acquired,
The route took the parey to Fort McIntosh and Lavedo and [rom there
to Fort Duncan?

The march ta Forr Dhnecan, which ended on Tecember 4, was leisure-
Iy but not particularly pleasant Decause the countey throweh which the
party traveled was desolate and anid. Bliss thought it “was the poorest
and most unintoresting in the State, It was rolling praivie for the st
one hundred miles or more” but atier reaching the Rio Grande “there
was nothing bul sand, cactus, dense chaparal 'chaparral’ and ponr grass
The prairies, though. were (ull ol cottantail
alul * Juck-ass Rabbits” as Bliss called them. There were also wild horses,
or mustangs, quall, which Bliss bunted, and racclesnakes

Mryer, who had never scen sneh conniry belore, ook note of its avidicy,
The rattiesnakes also impressed him und, killing a large rattler with his
revolver one day, he sought to impress James Walden by sending the
twelve rartlers [rom the dead snake, To James he explamed how they

az

rar The end of our juurnu'_r'.

Rl Reminiscences, T, 5, & (Tiesr quatation); Myver Disry, 18g4—1855. Mav. in fweennd
fuodationd, 1o (hicd quotation). (834, Myver Papers, S0 Mus. On T Halden see Fledn
man, Flislorioel fecister, 1, 57,

Enver Diary 1854 855, INov, 12 pguotation), 14-10, 1854, Myer Papcs, Sigll Muos, Myer
to James Walden|, Now. 5-Dec 5 1854, Mver Papers, LC; Dliss Remindscences, T, 8-y,
wr—ag, 2f. Al dee Tane, FATaread o Seldier, 2q 25

MMyer Diary, 18540856, WNov. af—8, g, afi-se, Thee, 1—4, 1854, Myer Papers, SizC Mus,;
[tlis: Reminiscences, Lo1g ithivd queration’, t{—i3, o, 25—sq ohest o scoonad ool lions:
Liame, F Marvied g Saldier, zr.
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comled be made to racele ov sound “the alavum his Snakeship somnds when
he remarks with Shakespeare 'heve's w coil’l” Indeed. he found the jour-
ney through “Indian Countey” rather exciling, as he wrote Jamcs, for
“any bush may conceal an enemy and you sleep at night with your s
tols at your pillow and vour clothes ready to ship o™ in 4 moment.
There were also some pleasant times thanks to T.ydia Lane and her Irish
helper Mike Bliss later Tecalled ey hol Discodrs, Lk when she et
General Myer in Washington years later he said he “romemboreed the
march, but not the biscuir and molasses.” “Poor man!™ Tydia oo
mented in telling thea story, “he 15 dead now.” Despite pleasant times,
however, 1o the young doctor on the trail the realities of sickness and
mortality were always close at hand. In lact, only a day before the parey
arrived at Forr Dunean he lost his second patient, a man named Buell,
who hial been very (1LY

Fort Dhacan, at which Myer and his [viends arvived with the recruits
on December 4, 1854, had been in existence only since 1344, A border
post with only secondary Indian responsibalicies it was located on the
Rio Crande at the shubiby and tough little sertlement of Lagle Pass.
Across the viver stond what Fredevick Law Olmsted deseribed as Lhe
“wretched-looking Mexican town of Piedras Negras™ bevond which was
“anather dreary, hilly deserl.” Bliss had his old wule stolen from him
vight on the pust on his litst day there and coneluded later char Tort
Duncan was the wildest post at which he had served. Richard W, Joho-
soi1, who was also at Fort Duncan in Myer’s dav, recollected thar “while
[ was stationed at Fort Duncan T think I can salely say thut some ane
was murdered in Faple Pass or in ils vicinity every day in the yoar”

Uilyer o [Walden], Mow, 1 g, 6, dfigg Frst, socond, and 1hinl quecations?, s Jai.
g [, a8ng, Myer Papers, LU Myer PHary, 183401860, Deco 2 5, 1854, Myor Papers, Sigls
Riws: Lane, £ Marcied @ Sofdier, 26 27 (fourk, HIthe and sisth gueotatinns); Bliss Teminis-
ceiees, Iooeq.

WAmong the oleervationg and recollectian: of Tort Do anl ins envitons i the H5as
ave the Eallewing Bliss Reminiscences, Log7-on Rfichand] ¥ Joknson, solelfee’s Fem-
fudvesniews i Peace oud Heoer Thiladelnbia, s 285 gr=5i, G Gy DRied fuatatiung, fy—dig:
June Ruric (Rlchlanusg Siene darncau, Segle Poas o or Eife an the Honder (Mew Yook,
1852} Frederick Law Olmsted. A Journey thecugh Tesos; or, o Saddie-trip on the South
western Froafice oo . [New York, #5505 280, sy (el quetaricny, fin farconil cpuilatio),
'_|.|.E n2l, E,l_ll'_'i—ﬁ-r..; IFAikips H. alhorican, Persosol Wemai s of Phivh Meors Shoridan, ecited
v Mirhsel V. Sheridan (2 wols; Mew Yok agozy, I, ig—qbi Haery Warren fowmp) ancd
Ben T Tingeret jod, Mosee ae! Aavidar 4 Ohiondele of Froniiee agg an Nie T Heceeler
ax Teeceded @0 the Mewerve of Jesse Sumgirer fAusting gl Willizm 1. Lield, “Forc
Duoncan and Qld Eagle Pess™ Teros A ey Histery, ¥1 (Scminey, i, e 171, Rusella
1. Scliers, ' L he lli.ilm':, el Furr Tinncan, Eagle Pass, Lexas’ (MLAC chusis, Sl e Stare
Colleme, 1g6u), Jeale with the cotite bistory of rthe posc, See also Freeman's and Maosfie:d's
ingpecrion Teperts on For Do o sk3 and 1566, respectively W G Freoman B
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Amonyg the young officers with Myer at Fort Tancan at the end of the
vear 1854, there were several who later achteved prominence, Among
them were Abner Dioubleday, “alleged oviginator of baseball”™; Samuel
Beckley TTalabivd, laler quartermaster gencral; and Philip Henry Sheri-
dan, later commanding gencral of the army, Shevidan, the most [amous
of these officers becanse ol his Civil War cxplois, reportedly scotned
Myer as a “wirepuller” and, perhaps for that reason, said nothing in his
memuoirs abont Myer's having heen at Fort Duncan with him

Myer hardly had Lme to get used to hus quariers at Forr Duncan, “a
room with a mud Hoor?” which he did ot muoch like, before onders i
January, 1855, ook him o Forr Davis. Texas, an important new post.
Located m a canyon 11z the Davis Mownlams north-northwest of the Pig
Bend of the Rio Grande, Fore Davis stood guard over the lower San
Antonio-I] Paso Road. "™

port voc the Lighth Siliracy Depactment,” alitee e Mo [ Crimrning, Sewthwestere Hiv-
ferfoal Chagviends, LIV (Apr, 19400, 44447 [Vuls L1 LIV, for entive report; and “Colomnel
I- B B Mynsficlds Keporl of the Tnspection of U Departeent of Dexas in #8567 eclited
by Ceimming, ibid, {herealter cited as “hMansficlds Keport), XLI (Oet. g8, and Jan.,
150k 124 -eab, g, wgo-uqn (MLIT [Qer, aggh, s Taw, and SApr 1), Lueao rg#, z1n a5h,
Al sa1 giy, tor encies ropeet), Ule origing] of cach of tese soponts s in Beds, AGO,
Miae. Tile bz, RO g NA which s oo micofilm—Freeman's oo Boll wuiiy wol Mansield's
on Roll sy,

Bieoope W Cullom, fiprapdice] Regioter of the (fcery of (he LA Milraey deademy
iVuls. 1= 3 Bostan and clsewlhere, 18m—presenty, T o2 1gy, qo9 404; Willism H. Harris
Al Judichs 8. Tevy (eds), The Neme Cotumbin sncielofiedig (0h ed.; New Yook, 157Ky 787
ilirse f|'_J|_|:,;-,_|_j,-I.I]]:I: lane, § Wi vieo o Sofdier, 24 Shrridan, Mersomol Memoirs, 1, |5—_qtj_ For
Shericdan's reference o Myer o BSG a: "a — alil wive-paller,” who “wirs pulled |21d [zl £
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From the beginning, Fort Thavis was botter garcisoned than many of
the western posts. In 1855, for cxample. there were six companies of the
Beh Infanry Regiment at Fort Davis, with a comnbined strength of 264
ulficers and enlisted men. At Fort Duncan that vear, with a total strength
of #14 fa decline, following troop transfers, from 446 in November,
1854%, there were four comnpanies variously drawn from the Regiment ol
Mounted Riflemen, the ast Artillery, and the 150 Inlaniry, While the
garrison at Duncan increased o 332 in 1856, when Myer was Dack at
that post, the strength ar Davis mose wr 438, In 13857, when the strength
at Duncan declined w a single company-—a total of 51 ofhcers and en-
listed men—rhe gatrison at Davis declined only to g21.™

In the years immediately after its cstablishocnt in 1854 Fort Davis
patrols had numercus skirmishes with Kiowas and Comanches, who
menaced the Ll Paso road all the way from Devils River to the Davis
Mountains, and with Mescalero Apaches of New Mexico, who preyed on
the Toad between the mountaing and El Paso, Relations with the Kiowas
and Comanches were especially complicated. one weiter has pointed out,
because for years they believed that there were two distinct categories of
white men—Americans and " exans *

Although Mycr himsclf apparently never came face to face wilth hos-
tile Indians, he was well convineed that they were never lar away. En
route to Fort Davis he saw Indian smoke sigmals “foom a hill a mile or
two away,” and at Fort Clark, on the same jouwrney, he heard about the
deaths ol seven Comanches that had occurred on the road ahead. Tao
James Walden he soupht to Justily whal had happened. "Uhe Comanches,
he said, had [ed into the tall grass along the Pecos River when surprised
by traops, who “had fived at random inte a erowd of Mexicans with
whom the Comanches were trading,” killing otie Mexican and badly
wounding others. The woops, which consisted of “"I'exan Rangers and
the Rifles,” as Myer deseribed themn, had then set fire to the grass and
“massacred” the Comanches, If the tables had been turned, he said, “the
affuit would have becn sivled a diabolical murder.” As it was, he ex-
plaineed, “woe must try o ook upon i as an execurion,” smee the In-
dians. savages “iu the woyst sense ol the word,” treated their prisoncrs

1108, War Deoartment, Bepori of tie Secrctory of Wor, 1dg—18s5: 55 Cong., 2d Sess,,
Gen. Faon, Thaeo o, S, w47, BR=gng gqth Comg., vsr Sese, Sen. Fxec, Doc, 1, Ser. S0, 190
1372 g4rh Gnng. ol foss, Sone Fsec e, g, Ser. H560 zqe zgn; aml gich Congg, st Sesa,
Scn. Fxer. Thoc o, Ser. gzo, 04-700.

Hobert M. Utley, Frondersmen fn Blus; Uhe Unpicd States deon aned e Trdion,
FEpE-rEGy (New York. 1967, G,
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with great cruelty. The troops, he added, now had orders "o take oo
Prisoncrs: t spare no one; to laten o o terms [or peace until the race
is cowed by their punishment,

BMyer, it may be sad, did netl care very much for the " Lexan Rang
ers,” two of whom joined his eseort. They had bheen mustered into the
service to fight Indians, he explained to James Walden, but o him they
were nothang more than lzy, Taftimly scoundrels and uncivilized brures,
which put them below “Lthe Lowest Ganal deiver” such as were foumd on
the LErie Canal back home.

Cn sunday, January =8, 18535, Mvyer's party reached Fort Davis, "a
military village wirhour fortifications,” after passing through “a most
romantic valley,” It was a line “bright Sunday,” with prame dogs aboul
on the plain, as Mvor cantered into the post on his horse Tinkie, Lying
i1 i box canyon at an altitude of 4,500 feet, and near the beantful Wild
Rose Pass and Lompia Creck, Fore Dravis was much more pleasandy sioo-
ated than Fort Duocan. Myer foomnmd the climace “delightfol" and his
position there, al least al lust, most aurecable s

Vartons oflicial duties and persomal activities accupied Myer's Lime in
the early months of 1855 "Then, in April, a serious illness first mani-
lested itsclf as a sore throal and howrseness. In early Mav he sulfered
from dizziness, a headache, und fever. Alter three days of fever and
c:hills, he was so sick that he opened his praver book, which had been
sealed since he left Bullalo, Ideed, he now experienced a terrilying ill-
ness in which his cavecr, his hopes of marriage to his fiancee Carherine
Walden, and even life itself scemed about Lo go o smash, By his own di-
agnosia he had a remitten lever (which in various [orms was a principal
ailment ot the froncier) aml scorbutus, or scurvy, Ile had “a general
tendency to hemorrhage” from his nostrils, he had uleers in his month,
anrd he had swollen pums. Tt was, howover, the appearance and continu-
ance ol hlowd i his sputm that gave him “the areatest anxiety” for,
with his carlier illness in mind, lie [eared that his current illness had
darmaged at least one of his lungs permanenitly.

MMyer ta [Walden|, Feh. 1y, 18353 fquotations), Myrr Papers, 1L,

2 [

=M ver's trig Lo Fort Davis is described in the Meoe THary, adggoibng, Jan. 10 {2 entries),
L2—ip. gy—wg. aHgs: inoan wlidinions] section of the diary besded “March from Fr Clark m
It Dhavia Tewas,™ "1H_ll.|l’.|i.t1|:‘-_,' cotries lor Jae, 13 15, a8eg, Myor Pypees, Siel Mus; and in
Mycr to [Walles', fan, g o] (s quatation), Fel. g, 186 (seconsd, hind, and fourth
cpeobationgl, Myver Tapers, LO

HTn general, sce Myer's Diary, 1454 1855, May (0-2e, 1855, Lt reterting tn mernis as lare
as Aupuel; Dobid, efji—16Rg, Apr g, May ao-ed (g enldes on Blay =83 155K, Myer Mapery,
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T he sickness lasted through the spring and, with some remission in
June, inro the snmmer, after which he began Lo recover rapidly, Mean-
while, he scems [wst Lo have thought about a.change of station, because,
[or one thing, he could not get vegetables for his dict at Fore Davis, des
pite the good climate, and then o have sought a sixey-day leave. IF he
wore to dic he preferred Lo be at home with his aunt when the end came.
When a leave authonzation nally arrived from Corpus Christi in soua-
aust, however, he was on the mend and was, indeed, with a small party
at Wild Wose Pass on the wail of some Indian horse thieves, Convineed
that his health was restored, be declined the Ieave, Therealter, he secins
to have remained i good health uncil toward the end of his lile, when
he was plagucd by nephrics and a cavdiovascular condition that carried
him off >

Major General Frederie ). Hughes, Jr., an army medical officer, sev-

eral years ago published a paper on Myer as a physician and climatolo-
gist and concluded that the “duration” of Myer's illness at Fort Davis,

“and his ability o go back o duly so quickly alterward, suggeses that a
Tervidescenee nf ruheremlosis was 1:|nl1Lt.[1l,_ As for Myer's bE:liEl that he
had seurvy. Hughes was “templed Lo wonder™ il Myer “might have con-
tracted a primary coccidioidomyveotic infection, which is now known to
be prevalent in the area,

Sig Wnsg, On Myers own disgnesis, sec eony of his certibeate of il Lealth, July a5, 1865
iquetations), enclosed with retained copy of MWyer oo Djon. O Buell July gr, 18G5 Bdver
|'1l.[.lt'l:-. L,

EMyor Ihinvy, 18g1—i837. Mav ep-e¥ Jroencries on May 28], June 230 Toly g, 1855 Moyer
Papers, Higl Mus; undated, unacddressed and unsigme| o, prratbly of Mver to Hezd
guartcrs, Departmcnt of Lexas, June 11, 1855 Senreon Cenerals Ofice (AGO00 0 bver,
June 23, t¥55: Gharles Mo Uormick to Myer, July g, 1856, encliwing copy of Altrol Gibhs
tn MeCarmick, Jaly =, 1853, rejecting Myer's request of June o, far transfor or leave, and
stafing that hdver shonld sulmit a certihoate of il les ek, dver Tapers, TE Also Myer 192
Buell, Tuly . |‘4"5, roequesting leave chrowgh Myers coomending officer. of which LhtlE' 15
a mapy in g hack sootion of Ryer Ddary, 1651 :Em, Myer Fapeva, Siglh Mo Myver (o Bodl,
iy 25, 1Rz, seain Tequesting leave, bul this lime enclesing certificate of illness; -
cuarrens, Department of Texas, Speciul Orders B8 {exiract), Ang. 16, 1835, wihich pranted
the eequested Teave: SGO w Myor, Sepu eg, 1856, ackeowledging teceipt of Myer's lotter
withdrawing his application tor lewve, Myver Papess, 1O Tor Myver's withdrawal of the ap-
plivatinn, see Myer tn Tawsoen. Ang. wh, 18555 Ruds, AGO, Muodicul Offcers' Tile, Mver,
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Whether or not Mver had scurvy, the lacl i3 that 1l was & commen ail-
ment among roops o the western Fromrier who did not get enongh
[resh vegetables and fywits. At Tort Melnwosh, where scurvy was thoe prin-
cipal disease in 1851, Assistany Surgeon Glover Perin experimented with
a local antscorbutie, the juice of the magaey plant which, when fer-
mentoed, 15 pulgque. According to Sheridan, ar Forr Duncan during the
winter of 18354 1855, at which time they had no fresh vegetalbles, he had
to see (o it that the men in his company drank a cup ol pulgue every
dav at reverlle voll call. It was, he said, a vile drink  worse smelling
than “sulptiareted bydrogen.” Myer seems o have made no relerence to
pulgue in his papers, although he reported from Fore Doncan in 1856
that the spring mains had “brought fotward the few edible plants valu-
able . . . as preventrves of scucvy,” There also had been, he said, a regu-
lar issuc of antiscorbutics aw Duncan during the precoding six momnths,
which had noticeably boenefired the men. He thought that the poor living
conditions of the toops and the lack ol vegerables in theiv dier were
more conducive to scurvy” than the conditions that ordinarily exisced
ahoard ships ar sea. He therelore gave "much attention™ to the diet of
the woops at Fort Duncan and, as he reported in 1857, requisitioned
antiscorbutics “each month whenever the least tendency to scorbutus
oocurrved, ' There was, he said, “no case ol scorbutus contracted at rhe
powit,” whaere the soldiers evidendy faved berter than "some residents in
the vicinity, who . . . have not enjoved a similay regimen.” For himself
he had a garden with "hne lettuce,

I Angust, 1855, when he had recovered his health and was 1 good
spivits al Forl Davis, Myer wiote James Walden about a scouting cxpe-
dition from which he had just returned, deseribing his dress and com.-
menting upon the pack mule. He had wom, he said. a black sombrern
and a grey cont, worn previously when he had “dressed as ‘democraticly’
as possible’; blue and coarse but very seromg ammy pants; and army shoos
with hall-inch soles. Besides this basic costume he also wore “helts for
powder and shol, pistol belts, great gauntlets and other trappings to
[orm an “enscnble’ more Tomantic than prepossessing in appearance.”
His mount Pinkie so anpoved the pack mule ou this expedition that che
latter became “ahwost frantic.”™*

HEheridan, Prescen! Meanirs, I 25 st gootation); ver, “anitary Repomn® foar ko
Duncan;” June. ggfe ancd ibid, Juue, 18c7, in Gonlidge, Stadisticed Bepasi T, oggeafo
recvnul-sevench quocations]: Ayer ne [Walden], April T856] feighth oquetarion’, Bdyer Te-
pers, L,

IMyver 1o [Walden', Auz 19, 1¥gn, Mycr Fapers, [0
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The pack mnle was a wondrous beasr, as Myor thuuglil, whose pack-
i wits 4 genuine puzzle to che minitiated. “Imagine . .. a muole huried
in tengs. hlankets, pots, Kettles, pans—DPork, Coffee, Hard Bread, Sugar,
‘jerked beel’,” and other dtemns! Once loaded, of course, ' "Muley” ob-
jeets in the most energetic manner” by kicking, reaving sideways, bump
ing “her head apainst the tenl poles,” and by skillful maneuver often
upselting “the whole Cargo to the infinite wrath of the packers and the
sad demolition of crackery.” He had discovered, e added, that egys
could he catried safely oo meales by packing them in the rice bags, which
was i discovery not lightly to be thoughe o™

Farlier, before his illness, Myer had written James Walden that medi
cal officers were envied in the ficld because they had more woules at their
disposal than other officers, Medical transpott on muleback, howevcr,
had both its advantages and disadvantages, according to Myer. “Yes: it
i very fine; a bottle of ITarvey Sauce will just fit alongside the Prussic
Acid; and salt gaes very well ina Quinine botrle! Mustard wnd Blister
Pluster stow very appropriately together and Miss Kale will tefl you 1
omght. always to ety Cavene and Ginger!™ To this picture he added
eme of the mule tombling down the side of 4 mountain, with the proba-
bility that the Harvey Sauce would mix with the prusiic acid, the salt
with the quinine, the mustard with the castor oil, and the cayenne with
the ursenic hefore the mule recovered his feet and came clattering back
up the trail =

In September, while he was still at Fort Davis, Myer celebrated his
rweney-seventh birthday by examining eighty or ninety recruits, most of
whor seemed Lo be guite fne men.” ITe had received “the kindest &
dearest letters from my own and my Aune.” He had also heard from his
father. but best of all, nexe to good health. must have been the news thal
“my dewrest clings to me.” Ile had weighed only 124 pounds in June,
hut weighed in at 197 pownds or more, probably his best weight yer,
he thought, when he declined his leave in August, 1855. Now he scemuod
inclined to boeheve that his hemorrhaging had been induced by the alti-
tude of Fort Davis. While celehrating his birthday, Myer was also await-
ing . replacement mnd his oransfer w another post, which turned out to
be Fort Duncan, On December g, 1855, he arrived there once aguin and
there served as an assistanc surgeon during the rest of his Texas stay.™

0T,
adver to |[Walden|, Mav, 17-Apr 4, 1855 Tquedalion), Mycr Papers, LO.
A Muyer Diary, loerfsy Sepn o Gquetations], June eg, 18550 gl ilid., 1854-18z5, My
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As amedical officer, Myoer managed the posc hospital Brse at Tord Davis
aned then at Fort Duncan, requisttioned medical supplies. gave routine
physical exarminations, treated paticnes, and Jooked atter the diet of the
treops, Sometimes be alse accompanied a scouting party into the held,
sent edical and meccorological reports to the surgeon general in Wash-
ingron, and participated in formal dress musters and reviews, Much of
has work was routine, but now and then a patient required major sue-
gery and occasionally sickened beyvond medical aid, Thus, au Farr Davis,
m Febrnary, 1855, Myer porformed an ampatation, his bresy, and in
April he buried his “third dead patient.” Ac that time he resolved “to he
o of the most lewent”™ of wcdical officers, for his conscience baothered
him lor not taking men e the hospital “more easily.” =

Some idea of Myer's medical responsibilities can be seen from the fact
thar ar Forr Thanean there were several hundred cases ol 1llness treated
in a vear, They rauged all the way from the most tivial complainl that
wiortld get o wan excused from ducy lor a day to a mortal illness, OF two
deaths at Tort Duncan mn the yvear 1856185y, according to Myer, one
was from chronic disrrheca in the case ol a patient already very sick
whon brought to the post, and the other evidently from sunstroke under
the mattenuve eve of an incoanpetent hospital steward. The principal
discases at Fort Duncan were remittent fever and diarrhoea. Myer
themghe there was no malavia o the arcu. bue that some soldiers con-
tracted it elsewhere. A severe form of variola' (smallpox) appeared
in Piedras Negras, across the river, which led Mycr wo vacoinate the rela-
tively lew members of the command who had noc been vaccinated pre-
viously ®

10 21 iwich referonces ol Iater laresh, 1Brs, Myer Puprers. :||,|__'3|[J Blus Blver was ordoered bo
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The hespital ut Fort Davis, as deseribed a year or so following Myer's
departure. cousisted ol a large tent and an adjoining jacal (or “hackale,”
as Mansheld spolled 16y cighty-live feet by twenty, built of puckets and
thatched with grass, It was “altogether shightly constructed and .. dna
very Tickety comdition, neither sale nor asufticicnt nalding [or the pur.
poses of a hospital.” A “gond stone building” with a shingled roof served
as a hospital at Fort Duncan, While Mver was theve, a lteen-loot-wide,
roofed plazea was added and the wards, which were ac first open o Lhe
rant, were cetled. A stone building, wirh rwo cizhtern-foel square Tooms
o house a new kirchen and hospital mess was under construction in
June. 1857 It was also planncd at that time Lo construct a bath house
that would serve as both a dead house and a place for post mortem
examinations. In 1856 Mansfield foumnd the kitchen “a worthless build-
mg.” but the hospital dispensary and steward "good,” and “the whaolc
department” “well conducted” by Myer, Ie recommoended that the hos-
pital windows, which were then covered with cloth, should be glased.
but it does not appear that this was done before Myer lell Fort Dun-
can

There were several problems of medical administration thatr con
cerned Myer during his service in loxas. AL the beginning he com-
plained about the slowness with which medical supplies arrived at Fort
Dhavis, the state in which they arrived, and the msufficiency of bed-
ding in the hospital (while asking [or twenty iron bedsteads and pre-
sumibly bedding to go with them for the new hospitaly. and ol all
hospital stores at Davis, induding quinioe, castor oil, sweel oil, aleohol,
oil ol turpentine, Fpsomn salt and 1odine #

Later, when he was ar Fort Duncan, the Surgeon General’s Othee held
up one of Myer's reruisitions until he explained whether the “Cittzens”
to whomn he referred as potenuial uscrs of medical sapplics were “em-
ployes of the Government entitled o Medicul Attendance or other-
wise," In veplying, he said he had had reference to teamsters and mem
bors of soldicrs' families. He did not koow wherher either grou)s was
“legally”™ entitled 1o medical attendance. bul believed the regulations

which Aver was theee a little aver halt of the tme,
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covered provision of ammy medicines to both groups, On personal
gromndds, however, he objected 1o providing free medical examinations
Lo such poevsons, for he viewed his proflessional knowledpe as his private
property excepl i so farv as the srmy isclf had a claim on it Moreover,
he: Fearved he might be liable Lor damages that might sesult from Tas treal-
ment of nommilitary patients and inguited i this were true and “wheth-
er i this contingency the Government or myself would be held respon-
salple.

By [ar the most serions administrative problem thae Myer faced ac
both Fort Davis and Fort Duncan was obdamning and keeping a Lrast
worthy amd competent hospital steward and other helpers. This way
becanse the army was small and line oflicers, parvicularly company com-
manders, believed they could i1l spave even one able wan for staff dony.
The problem arese at Fort Davis when Myer recommended the promo-
tion ol his stewand, Private Otto Bouman, to the noncomemissioned ranl:
of sergeant, Bawman’s company commander resented the man's absence
Fromn his company to work in the hospital andd therefore objected w the
promocion, Myer contended chat a steward oughe to be a sergeant, for
one of his duties was to maintain discipline in the post hospital, whose
patients, being away [rom cheir nsual officers, were likely o he “dis-
erlerly and indiseiplined,’” Besides that, a stewand, ke a company [irsc
sergeant, was the assistanl o the officer in chorge, who in this ease was
the post dactor. He had to know about "books amd papers,” 1 “thousand
articles of use,” hospital regulations, and food preparations. He also had
tor care for Uthe swards & beds™ and 1o know “the common fonms of Med-
icime & their use.” He had o be able o apply dressings, supervise the
aurses, atwd learn a hmdred “indications of disease,” which he conld
lewrn emly in the wards and under the medical officer’s nstruction, In
shorr, it took months o instroct & steward properly, and il an instrucred
man was o be recalled to company duty, as was the case with Private
August Herg, Myer's steward at Fort Duncan in July, 1856, then it was
all hut itnpossible to maintain a medical program, ™

Coonernl STeals, 30000, BG 1z, MALD Eenoalae tade of erpuinrnent g supalies me Aesulo
Howes fov e Mediog] He pertouenz of Hhe Avsi

BINGOY te Mver, Tuly o, (855 (Ot sl seocne quatations); and copy of Myer ro SGO,
Aue za, 3s0 Chind soel feuartlh cuusiations), Myor Papers T, Scoveral years earlioe in
Charleston, domb Coolica, Myer Lad been relucant Mo medcls sery mineh with rhe
ilslocated shonTder ol o slave Decause cie mascer hed ven anrhorised him te Randle the
case, Mver Diacy, 185 0—0h5y, o 20, 1iqa, Myer Papers Sigl s,

AiMyer Diary. 1lng-1865, Feho 5 g0, 1835 Myer Tapers, Sigh Mus, Also, undated snd
neadilvessed cope of a Jetter requesting Dontvwn's promocion (Avsl gquataidon); o suhse



Alberi Jomes Myer, an Army Noctar in Texas 1

A whaole series of frustzations followed the Perg case as Myer sought
toosrall his hospiral ac Thvean wich competene persounel,. Thus, Lor
exauinple, he was dented the assignment ol one man, whom he desived as
a nurse, with the admonirion that it was "not contemplated that all the
intelligent aid best men of 4 company . ., should be culled from ifs
ranks to Nl the positions of Norses and Cooks" On at least one occasion
Myer complained to the acting post adjutant {while doubtless inlemding
the shaft for the post commuander) of “loo cursory an Examination” of
his papers ##

Myoer carvied his complaints not only to post headeprters, hut also 1o
Washingrom. Fyveryone who knew the service knew' that even the Dest
available 1en were “notoriously disqualilied™ for stewardship. 1 he sys-
tem, however, cven denied the chaice from among these men and com-
pelled selection lrom “such reluse” as was lelt alrer a compuny b
culled ws noncomnnasioned odficers fromn tlee avallable material, e had
in his hospital ar that very moment a steward whe, if he did not watch
him, would adminster “sweel oil instead of castor oil™ and could hardly
b persuadeed not o admindster ren onnees of wedicine when the doctor
had prescribed “ten dyacluns' In hus boiel experience, Myer had known
ene case i1 which fe theught an il soldicr "was ruined for life by . ooan
mexperienced steward” and anather one {the sunstroke case proviously
mentioneds w which g soldier dicd moewo and one half hooes while a
Private[,| juast detailed as Steward, saw his symptoms change from slighe
to dangerous. without dreaming of danger”” or of calling the doctor “un-
il the ran was almose in the agonies of dissolorion !

‘T'he Surgeon General's Ollice, which replied 1o Myer's complainrs in
mud-Seprembar, 1850, thonghe thar Vver's correspondence, nelnding
his post letters of which he had seod coples to Washingtow, “very Torc
thaly exhilir the many inconveniences under which the sevvice suffered.”
e was haped, however, that a new Taw, of which a copy had already been
sent Myer, would remedy matters. "his new law anthorized the appomt

squeist, buc tedaced. waaddeessel, nastgned, sl toen drall eiter inowhich Myer compslaing
!Ji.LLL‘t'J:r' tlar I:'l.'tﬁllf.‘lril‘:-l'lx it ten Weave Foro foc 1l seaider L) i Fus JELA A il |r.-.'r||:-;|r|:.- -
wancers;, Myer 1o Assisiann Adjiiaon Cenerezl, Flencguarters, Teparoment of Tewas, Ao,
30 20 Ssecnmd sixch goetatinn, Moeer Tropeers, 1O

R Walwortlt Jenkinsr] oo Byver, Ag. 28, o306 Sl qpuetaiiond; Wver tn Jookins, Bopt. 1,
Ld58 fsecond quotacien], Mver e pees. T

SRlbpan of yer Lo Surgeon Goeneral, [Auag. 200 18500] fquotstionsy; RMyer to Jenkins, Aup.
L2 swith TJenkioss endareement Awg. to. 18500 S0 (it perooeoncerning Thos, Tomkine
to Mver, Aog. ao; 186, o5 Bepdl 0, a8s0;; TTentings o Myer, Angs a8 350, Moy
Papers, T4L
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ment Lrom the army's enlisted men, or the enlistment of “as many come
petoent hospital stowards as the sevvice may require, not to exceed one lor
each military post.” They were to be muastered and paid “as non-com-
missioned stadt officers, with the ramk, pay and emoluments” of ordnance
sergeatils and were Uto be pennanently attached to the medical oo hos
pital deparoment.” By June, 1357, Myer thought rthat “the beneficial
operation” of the new law was already evident.1?

Myer conld take pleasure in vhe salucion of the problem of the hos-
prial stewanl buw there were also enher gracifications as, 10 February,
1855, he looked back apon the preceding vear al Fort Duncan, His ve
quesl for the repaie of Innldmgs had been approved and he had insisted
thiet fivst sevgeants answer sick call with the other men, Best of all,
“within the year thank God,” ne one died who bad Vtaken sicls at the
past,” In fact, Veveryrhing” had gone well for him until the rromble over
the hospital stewardship developed in the summer of 18561

Among Myer's responsibalities as a medical ollicer was the raking of
weather observations, wlhich had o made three tmes a day Trom 1#45
o 1855 they had Deon roguived four rimes a day) becanse of the provail
g couviceion that climate inlluenced disease. “especially epidenics,” as
surgeon General Joseph Lovell had pmt it Temperature, hvgrometric
readings. the force and divection of the wind. rain, il any, and the gen-
cral character ol the weather were to be noted on the metcorological
register, a form that wis snpposed o be completed and sent to the Sur-
gentl Goneral’s Ollice every month, His hospital steward could take the
observarions, but it was Myeds responsibibiny to snpervise the work and
cxamine amd sign the monthly register. Myer submitted such reports
From Fore Davis and Fort Duncan bur ae lease twice (ailed to sign them
ar Fort Davis and i late 1356 was veproved for not giving the monthly
mean of the three daily thenmometric and hvprometric roadings at Fort
Dhanean. MNeveriheless, he apparently took a considerable interest in me-
teotology 3

MR G Wond ro Miver, Sepl 16, @56 (hrsc onntarinn), Myer Papers 1.0 new L ol
Az a8, 1855 fseromd Tonnh gootativnsy drer o copy of the lasw pasied in rthe back of
Mlyer's Diarve, 1851=-1085y, Myer Papers, Sipc ¥us. with o notatinm in Myncs band, War
Dparunert Goeneral Orders o, Ol 8o abnl, wac, 1, anzaoanced this law o the army. Dor
Mlyer™ conmment an chwe news lawg =00 los “Saniicy Bepeeod” due Foal Duoena. Juoe, 1857,
in Cinlichae, Siodiioad Repave, ITL & (000 oo stion,

Fyer TFary, (R3-adsy, Vel g, b7, Mvar Papers, Sigl Muas,
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Alhert fares Myer, an Avmy Doclor in Texas 11}

An army ollicer in Mver's day, as now, often had extra duties assjgned
to b, and Myer was noexception. The most enerons were those of the
post treasurer at Forr Duncan, [rom which The post commander hnally
relieveed him in 1857, Fearful that he might be assigned this duty again,
Myer urged a change in the 1315 rogulations that would excmpt med-
ical officers from having “to receive the savings . . . of companies , . . sell
bread tckets . . . purchase wood and hops and salt . . superintond
hakers . . . settle a hundred petty accounts,” and more, Besides, as a
staft ollicer, he felt he was subordinated anlairly in chese matters
officers nof the line of lesser rank. Happily for Myer and his colleagues
the new regulations disposed ol their comlamis*

When Myer sat down to his diary in carly Februarv, 1855, Lo reflect
upon his work of the preceding vear, there was one matter that he did
nokb cven wention. Stratee as it way seem i hindsight, o perhaps simply
slipped his mind at the time, This was the letter he wrote Secretary ol
War Jetfferson Davis on October 1, 1856, as the diflicalries over the hos
pital stewnrdship at Fore Thinean came o an emd, proposing a system of
railitary and naval signals lor the War Department’s consideration. As
slowly wnfolding events wonld demonstrate, the letter was freighted
wilth the heaviest of consequences for hus future, Mevertheless, an cxan-
iarione of his exrant papers 1 the Signal Corps Mwscwm and 1n the
Library of Congress veveals nothing dated prior o this letter oo ather
letter, diary entry, or any ather document—excepting only a letter from
one of his medical professors dated March, 1851, that even supgests he
was thinking about a system ol mildary signals
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Meodical eMlicer oo the Surgeon General, Fore Duncon. 'exas, January, 186 June. 8557
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Diviz metecrological seports signed by Mver oxtant in BG 27 b i i evident Iromm
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The popular accownt 15 that secing wostern Indians sigonal with then
lamces muenced Mver in the development of his signaling system; but
thal he cver saw Incians signal wirh lances appears in no adeguately
docmnenred source thac the weiter has secn. 1le did see Indian smoke
signals on the way Lo Fort Davis in 1855, however, Oue writer, Henry 8,
Tallt, who kiew Myver personally, wrote an e-:-.pecia]lj.-' IMACCUTRES -
count, putting Myer in Now Mexico in a8 {when he was at Forl
Puncan, l'exas). and saving that 10 was in New Mexicn thal Myer saw
Comanches sipnaling with their lances {(whereas by the time he zot to
New Mexico i 1860, he bad already developed his basic systemnd, Waleer
Froscorr YWebh, in Fhe Great P.E::ei'.m: accepred the popular view. citing
as his authority (atter wiiting to the Signal Corps in Washington), J,
Willard Brown, Yhe Signal (orps, I7.85.4., in the War of the Rebellion,
whose source 15 not evident, Robert M, Ulley, a leading histerian of the
old army, cxeveises scholarly Testraint while not entively giving up the
el belief. “In is possibley” he writes, thar Myer’s “ohservarions in Tex-
as, where ﬁpachfs amd Comanches nsed five, simoke. wml Mags ro transmit
messages. gave him addicional ideas.”** Sa i may be.

Tr any case, all that 15 really knewn 15 whae Myer ser forth in his lecrer
i Davis  thar when preparing his dissertation in 1851 he “was led o
the consideration ol a system ol Military and Naval Signals” that he bad
“delayed s anncuncemnent hitherto” hecanse it was unnecessary and he
Twas unwilling roovisk a failure,” Now, however, he was “led to desire 1ts
consideration” alter “reading of some elegraphic experiments recently
el successtolly wmade in France” This vory likely was a refercnce o
the “solar (elegraph™ ov heliograph ol the enzineer Leseunre of Uhe
Frencly telegraph lines, abour whose invention the Washingron Star
careicd an frem o on August 3o, 1856, a clipping of which s in a Myer
elimTy

was professor of anawnny and physiolery o ool Geoeve Collere aned the Loiversite of
Bullila, where, at Ko lelo, blver wad one el his aobdents,
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Alber: J. Mycer, wearing the "hlack smobrero” and the gray coar which he

donned when he felt “democraticly” inclined. Daguervotype believed to

have been made in MNew York in October, 1854, Courtesy Signal Corps Mu-
seum, Fart Gordon, Goorgia,
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In his letrer to Scoretary Davis, Myer explained only rhat he proposcd
o communicale beuwveen detachients ol roops | . . oor ships al sea,”
rapidly, “by day or by night, in wer or in dry weather, i logs or sun-
shine," "over impassable groutud, over rivers ov arms ol the sea.” Signal
ing could also be over enemy-occnmed gronmd and by scerel messages.
The equipment wonld ordinarily be light, inexpensive, and *ifm}ﬂ‘l‘ ancl
it would be “without wires or any line cotnecting the Sacons” YWhat
the mechanics of the svstern were, be did now say {indeed he seill had
many details o work out), but o principle it was the visual systein using
a Mag by cday and a torch by night that he used o the Civil War and
that we know as Lhe wigwag svstem.*”

Whether or not 3yer saw al that tune the career possibilicies for hin
self if his system was adopred cannot be said. In any case, Sccrewary
Davis gave the proposal short shrift and shelved it on Decenber
1850, despite a very favorable endorsement on November 2g by Colonel
Jeweph (50 Teatten, of the Fngmeers, Althongh Myer had some furthor
correspoidence oo the subject with, aml on one occasion saw, Totien,
who laid the matter before the new Scerctary of War John I3 Floyd.
after Davis [oft the cabiner in AMarch, 1855, Myer got no formal hearing
on his proposal until 185y when he was no longer in Pexas

Sipnaling Myer may have mulled over and medicine he surely prac-
ticed in Texas, bur however much these matters oveupied his waking
Jhemrs, the one thing that swas never far from his mind, in sickness and
in hiealth, wis the prospect of his marriage 1o Kate Walden. Although
the we-:lclina- day secms to have been set [or June, 185%, it was past mid-
July, 1855, before Myer could turn over his responsibilitics to a replace-
ment and leave Fort Duncan. On Augnst 1, finally en route home, he
reached Indmanela, on Matagorda Bav, and arrived in New York in time
to be marricd at Take View, near Bullalo, on August o4, 18555

Alyer IMary, idzi— 857, Alver Papees, S5 Ao €On Lescurre s soclled by the S, o
whirit is ijPHfﬂ il e le o catferens sooccess andl his work, soe Hn'.]mq:rur.uh-:* “in [Picrre
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Albert fames Myer, an A rmy Doctor in Texas 2y
With Myer’s marriage to Cathetine Walden and with the death of her
father, Fhenczer Walden, shortly alter their marriage, Myer heeame
linanciully secure, fur old Fhenezer had been one of the financial pillars
of s commumiry, Tndeed Myer's marriage brought about a profound
change in his personal life, lor within a short span of time he oot only
Levame o husband and father fwith six children eventally), but an
Allucid il busy man of alTairs—all in addition to being an army officer
oL ackive daty,™
When he lelt Torl Duncan in the summer of 1855, Myer supposed
that he would return to Texas alter his sixty-day lcave was np in the
fall. Instead, he remained on duty in the Last and, in 1859, presented
lits 1edeas of military sipnaling to an army hoard presided over by Lien-
tenant Golonel Rabert F. Tee, The board's qualified approval of Myer's
systern led [o lield tests, to congressional authorization for the appoimt-
ment of & signal oflicer (over the oljeclions of Senator Jelferson Dravis),
and to Myer's appomtment in that capacity, as a major, as of June w5,
18560.%

Wlyer 1o lovin delawecl, Rlar. 14, aH57. with endorscaonts; v to Laowednn, Ane. 1, 1854,
Medical Oicers” File, Myer, AL [ (A8, 154 185gh, Roda, AGCHL R gq, VAL Alse Maer o
[MeDowell], Mar, 18, 57 fa dealt of the letter ciwsl abaved, SGO w Myor Apa. o ddys
Charlre MoCommick o Myer, May g5, [one g, Julvy 1w, 1837 Myer to |Lawson], May 27
[2dr], adiger ROO w0 Mwer, June 25 857, Myer Tapers, O Infarmation on Myer's wedding
is from his grandson, Jube: Walder Myer to TS, Mar s, 16z, wilh eeclosures,
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To Surgeon General Thomas T.awson he wrote that in accepting his
new appoinnment he simultaneously vacated hus commission as an assis-
mnt surgeon. Ile wantoed, however, "o express the interest and Kind
Medical| Corps, and to acknowledge
the nnilorm courtesy with whach 1 have been treated while under Your
Comumand.” "Thus Myer ended his medical career, apparencly withoot
reavel bul with clatton al his wew tank and future prospects, Wlhy an
apparently able young doctor so quickly gove up the hoaling acs and

regard 1 shall always feel for the

launchad himsell into a cuvions new endeavor of a purely military kind
vemains something of a2 mysrery, Prohably. however, the soswer Des
soineveliere o Lhe realms ol ambition, personal rasie, and the stace of tho
micdical profession i rhe 18508

Major Myer had hardly rested his new system of signals for the firse
e onat actual cumpungn (the & .wa]c: 1 spedition of 186o 1861 1n
New Mexico) belore the Civil War broke upon the nation. Il was during
that great holocaust that he evcated the Umited States Army Signal
CloTps, ™

In the 18708 Myer used the Signal Corps, or the Simmal Service as it
was known [or many vears, as the vehicle for has second’ grear aoeom.
plishment, the development of the weather service, which wpun its
transfer to the Department of Agriculture in 18g1 became the Uiited
states Weathor Burean. By the time of Myer's death on Angusc 24, 1580,
his twenty third wedding anniversary, the weather service was already
world renowned and Myer himsell was known throwshon the linad as
“OId Probabilitics”™ or "OI0d Probs™ [or shore® "Uhe proud and dig-
wified hrigadier gencval and chicf signal ollicer. now widelv known, had
come i long way during rhe years since his antebellum adventures as a
vouly army doctor i Texas,

Puchenan and Scociary of War [olm 1 Flapl slaned 8vee's comnission oz “Signal Oificar
with che sank of Wejur” foie ol (#Go, W AL Mo Mwer, June go, 1500, erclosing
commisaion ol Juioe «f {effective June =g, 1 8io).
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